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The Prefac f. 

paring Bodies for our taft ; at the dijfolving of Metals with acid Liquors , 
make them tajiable , which were before altogether infipid ; thus Lead be- 
comes Tweeter then Sugar, and Silver more bitter then Gall , Copper 
and Iron of rnofl loathfome tafts . And indeed the bufmefi of tbit fenfe 

being to difcover the prefence of dijfolved Bodies in Liquors put on the 
Tongue,or in general to difcover that a fluid body hat fome [olid body dijfolvd 
in it, and what they are ; whatever contrivance makes this difcovery 
improves this fenfe. In this kind the mixtures of Chymical Liquors af- 
ford many Infiances ; as the fweet Vinegar that is impregnated with 
Lead may be difcovered tobefoby the affufion of a little of an Alcalizate 
folution : 7he bitter liquor of Aqua fortis and Silver may be difcover d 
to be chargd with that Metal, by laying in it fome plates of Copper : 
’ Tis not improbable alfo,but there maybe multitudes of other wayes cf difco- 
vering the parts diffolv d, or difjoluble in liquors ; and what is this difco- 
very but a kind of lecundary tailing. 

’ Tis not improbable alfo,but that the fenfe of feeling may be highly im- 
prov'd, for that being a fenfe that judges of the more grofs and robuft 
motions of the Particles of Bodies, feerns capable of being improv d and 
ajfified very many wayes. Thu* for the dijiinguifhing o/Heat and Col d,the 
Weather-glafs Thermometer, which I have defcrib' din this follow- 
ing Treatife , do exceedingly perfebi it ; by each of which the leaf varia- 
tions of heat or cold, which the rnoji Acute fenfe is not able to difinguifh,are 
manifefled This is oftentimes further promoted alfo by the help of Burn- 
ing-glafles, and the like , which colled and unite the radiating heat. Thus 
the roughnefs and fmoothnefs of a Body is made much more fenfible by 
the helpcf a Microfcope, then by the moji tender and delicate Hand. 
Perhaps, a Phyfitian might, lay fever al other tangible proprieties, difcover 
the conftitution of a Body as well as by the Pulfe. I do but infiancein 

thefe,to fljew whatpojfibility there may be of many others, and what proba- 
bility and hopes there were of finding them, if this method were followed ; 
for the Offices of the five Senfes being to deteti either the fubtil and curi- 
ous Motions propagated through all pellucid or perfectly homogeneous 
Bodies', Or the more grofs and vibrative Pulfe communicated through 
the Air and allother convenient mediums,' whether fluid or folid : Or the 
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folv’d or diffoluble in Liquors, or the more quick and violent (ha- 
kina motion of heat in all or my ofthefe: rrhatfoever does an) myes pro- 
of thefe kinds o/criteria, does afford array of improving fome 
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effluvia of Bodies diflolv’d in the Air ; Or the particles gkgiesM- 
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one fenfe. And what a multitude of thefe would a diligent Man meet 

with in his inquiries ? Andthis for the helping and promoting the fenfi- 

tive faculty only. . - , , , rr . , 

Next, as forthe Memory, or retentive faculty, we may be fufficiently 

infiruVted from the written Hiftories of civil aft ions, what great afji- 
Jiance maybe afforded the Memory, in the committing to writingthings ob- 
fervable in natural operations. If a Phyfitian be therefore accounted the 
more able in his Faculty, becaufe he has had long experience and practice, 
the remembrance of which, though perhaps very imperfect, does regulate all 
his after aCiions : What ought to be thought of that man, that has not only 
a perfect regifter of his own experiencejbut is grown old with the experience 
cf many hundreds of years, and many thoufands of men. 

And though cf late , men, beginning to be fenfible of this convenience, 
have here and there regifired and printed fome few Centuries, yet for the 
moji part they are fet down very lamely and imperfectly, and, I fear, many 
times not fo truly, they feerning, fever al of them, to be defigndmore for 
Oftentation then publique ufe : For, not to inftance,that they do,for the 
moji p art, omit thofe Experiences they have made , wherein their Patients 
have mifearriedft is very eafie to beperceiv d,that they do all along hyper- 
bdically extol their own P refactions, and vilifie thofe cf others , Not- 

withfianding all which, thefe kinds of Hijiories are. generally ejieern'd ufe- 
ful, even to the ableft Phyfitian. 

What may not be expeded from the rational or deduftive Faculty 
that isfurnijht with fuch Materials, and thofe fo readily adapted, and 
rang'd for ufe, that in a moment, as twere, thoufands of Infiances, fervinc 
for the illuftration, determination, or invention, cf almoji any inquiry 
maybe reprefented even to the fight ? How neer the nature of Axioms’ 
mufi all thofe Propofkions be which are examin'd before fo mam Wit- 
ne CS p, difficult will it be. for any, though never fo fubtil an er- 

rorm Phhfoph), to icape from being a ft er h hex injur'd the 

touch, and Jo many other tryals ? j 
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